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FISH ATTRACTANT DISPERSER 
Technical Field 

5 The technology disclosed herein relates to dispensing fish attractant, such as fish 

attracting scents which bleed into water to attract fish during fishing. 

Background 

10 There are a number of fish attractants that are commercially available. These 

fish attractants may be in the form of solid or semi-solid materials that leach fish 
attracting scents into water when placed in water. Alternatively, attractants may be 
solutions of one or more chemicals, natural materials, or mixtures of materials which 
are deposited on cotton, foam or other holding materials. The attractants leach or 

15 disperse into water when the attractant holding materials are exposed to water. Since 
many target fish are very sensitive to smell, water can carry the scents to where fish are 
located with the fish then following the scent back to a baited hook or other lure. 

Although a number of devices are known for use in dispensing fish attractant, a 
need nevertheless exists for an improved apparatus for this purpose. 

20 

Summary 

In accordance with one embodiment, an apparatus for dispensing fish attractant 
comprises a body. The body comprises first and second housing sections which are 
25 detachably interconnected. The body also comprises a fish attractant containing 

receiving area or chamber for receiving fish attractant. For example, one or more fish 
attractant containing pellets or substances may be placed in the chamber. Alternatively, 
a foam, cotton or other holding material may receive drops of fish attractant solution for 
dispersment. At least one fish attractant dispersing opening communicates from the 
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chamber and to the exterior of the housing. As a result, when the housing is placed in 
water, fish attractant may pass through the opening and into water for fish attracting 
purposes. Desirably, the first and second housing sections comprise respective first and 
second passageway defining members. The passageway defining members may interfit 
5 with one another when the first and second housing sections are interconnected to 

define a passageway from the exterior of the body, through the body, and to the exterior 
of the body. A fishing line or other device, such as a connector, may be inserted 
through the passageway to, for example, connect the fish attractant dispensing apparatus 
to a fishing line. 

10 In accordance with an embodiment, the first and second housing sections may 

be pivotable relative to one another when they are interconnected. A closure may be 
provided which is movable as the first and second housing sections pivot relative to one 
another. Desirably, the closure may be shifted to a closed position at which the closure 
blocks and closes the at least one fish attractant dispersing opening The closure may 

15 also be shifted to at least one second open position, and preferably to a plurality of 
second open positions, at which the closure at least partially does not block the at least 
one fish attractant dispersing opening. When the closure is in a second position, the at 
least one fish attracting dispersing opening is at least partially open to permit the 
dispersment of fish attractant through the opening from the chamber. The various 

20 second open positions, may vary one from another by the extent to which the closure 
blocks the at least one fish attractant dispersing opening. 

The first and second housing sections may comprise indicia for visually 
indicating the extent to which the at least one fish attractant dispersing opening is open. 
In a specific exemplary embodiment, the first housing section may comprise a 

25 first visual indicia and the second housing section may comprise a second visual indicia. 
The respective first and second visual indicia may shift relative to one another as the 
first and second housing sections pivot relative to one another. The relative positions of 
the first and second visual indicia in this embodiment indicate the position to which the 
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first and second housing sections have shifted and also indicate the extent to which the 
at least one fish attractant dispersing opening is open. 

The first and second housing sections may interfit and pivot relative to one 
another along a joint extending about the periphery of the body. For example, in a 
5 desirable form the joint extends about a central portion of the body. The respective first 
and second visual indicia may be carried by the respective first and second housing 
sections at respective locations adjacent to the joint. These indicia may comprise raised 
projections. 

In addition, in a desirable approach, the first visual indicia, a first passageway 
10 defining member, and the first housing are all formed together, such as being molded of 
plastic. In addition, the second visual indicia, a second passageway defining member, 
and the second housing section may also be formed together, such as being molded of 
plastic. 

As another feature of an embodiment, the first and second passageway defining 
1 5 members may be elongated members, and may be tubular in form. The first 

passageway defining member may have a base connected to an interior surface of the 
associated housing section and a distal end portion spaced from the base. The second 
passageway defining member may also have a base connected to an interior surface of a 
housing section and a distal end portion spaced from the base. One of the distal end 
20 portions may be sized for insertion into a receiving portion of the other distal end 
portion when the first and second housing sections are interconnected. In this 
embodiment, the completed passageway extends from the exterior of the first housing 
section, through the base of the first passageway defining member, through the first 
passageway defining member and the distal end portion thereof, through the distal end 
25 portion of the second passageway defining member, through the second passageway 
defining member and the base thereof, and through the second housing section to the 
exterior of the body. 

One of the first and second housing sections may also comprise a first peripheral 
lip which has an interior engagement surface. The other of the first and second housing 
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sections may comprise a second peripheral lip with an exterior engagement surface. 
The interior and exterior engagement surfaces desirably engage one another when the 
first and second housing sections are interconnected. For example, one of the first and 
second housing sections may be inserted into the other of the first and second housing 
5 sections with the engagement surfaces abutting one another upon this interconnection. 
Desirably, the engagement surfaces are generally annular in shape. One of the housing 
sections may comprise a stop to limit the extent of insertion of the other of the housing 
sections therein. 

In a desirable embodiment, the first and second lips define plural fish attractant 
10 dispersing openings which are completely out of alignment with one another when the 
first and second housing sections are in a closed position to thereby block the flow of 
fish attractant through the fish attractant dispersing openings. In contrast, the fish 
attractant dispersing openings of the respective lips are at least partially aligned when 
the first and second housing sections are pivoted to a fish attractant dispersing open 
15 position to provide a path for dispersing fish attractant from the interior of the 

assembled housing sections and through the at least partially aligned fish attractant 
dispersing openings. The extent of alignment of the respective openings of the first 
housing section with those of the second housing section may be varied to vary the 
extent to which the fish attractant dispersing openings are open. 
20 The present invention is directed toward all new and non-obvious features of a 

fish attractant dispensing apparatus disclosed herein both alone and in various 
combinations and sub-combinations with one another. 



Brief Description of the Drawings 

25 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a fish attractant disperser 
shown partially broken away. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the embodiment of Fig. 1 with first and second 
housing sections separated from one another. 
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Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view of the embodiment of Fig. 1, taken along 
lines 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is an embodiment like that shown in Fig. 3 with the two housing sections 
shown separated from one another. 
5 Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view of the embodiment of Fig. 1, taken along 

lines 5-5 of Fig. 3. 

Figs. 6A through 6C illustrate portions of an embodiment of a fish attractant 
dispersing apparatus with the fish dispersing opening shown in various conditions, 
namely, open, partially open, and closed. 

10 

Detailed Description 



With reference to the figures, the illustrated embodiment of a fish attractant 
disperser comprises a body 8. Body 8 comprises first and second housing sections or 

15 components 10, 12 which desirably interfit while permitting relative rotation of the 
housing sections about a longitudinal axis of the overall body. Although these 
components may snap fit together along a groove or other interfitting connection, in one 
desirable approach, a friction fit is utilized with friction holding the housing sections 10, 
12 together while still permitting their relative rotation. 

20 The illustrated embodiment of these figures shows a body 8 formed of two 

housing components or sections 10, 12. These housing sections need not be of the 
configurations shown in these figures. In addition, each of the housing sections may 
comprise a plurality of interconnected section forming members. However, in a 
particularly desirable approach, the housing sections are each formed as a monolithic 

25 unitary one-piece unit, such as being molded of plastic with PVC being a specific 
exemplary plastic. The housing sections may be transparent, semi-transparent, or 
colored as desired. Other components of each housing section may be molded as a unit 
with the associated housing section. Alternatively, components of the housing sections 
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may be separately formed and adhesively or otherwise joined together, but this is less 
desirable. 

As can be seen in Fig. 2, the housing sections 10, 12 may be separated to 
provide access to an interior of the housing which may comprise one form of a chamber 
13 or fish attractant receiving area. Fish attractant may be placed in the chamber. For 
example, foam, cotton, or other fish attractant holding material, such as indicated at 14 
in Fig. 1, may be placed in the chamber 13. Fish attractant solution may be dispensed 
onto the holding material for subsequent dispersal into a fish attractant disperser when 
the apparatus is in use. 

At least one fish attractant fish dispersing opening is provided and, when open, 
communicates between the interior of the housing and the exterior of the body. More 
desirably, a plurality of such openings are provided. For example, four such openings 
may be provided and spaced equal distance about the periphery of the body 8. Three of 
these openings are indicated in Fig. 1 by the numbers 16, 18, and 20, with these 
openings being shown in an open position in Fig. 1 . A fourth such opening 22 is shown 
in Fig. 5. 

A closure mechanism may be provided for selectively closing the openings. 
When closed, the closure mechanism substantially impedes the passage offish attractant 
through the openings when closed. More desireably, when closed, the interior of the 
body, or fish attractant containing chamber included as part of the body, is totally 
sealed. For example, the openings may be closed when the apparatus is being 
transported in a vehicle or tackle box to retain the scent within the interior of the body. 
A closure mechanism which operates independently of the rotation of the housing 
sections may be used and the openings may be located elsewhere than shown in these 
figures. However, desirably, the closure mechanism is operated by rotating the housing 
sections 10, 12 relative to one another to shift the closure mechanism from a position in 
which the openings are closed to various other positions wherein the openings are 
opened with the extent of opening being dependant upon the relative rotational positions 
of the housing sections. 
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As a specific example, housing section 12 may comprise a first lip 40 which 
extends about the periphery of the body 8 at a location spaced from the end of the body, 
such as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The illustrated form of lip 40 defines a first engagement 
surface 42 which desirably comprises an annular engagement surface. Engagement 
5 surface 42 may be recessed into an interior surface 44 (Fig. 3) of the housing section 10 
and thus has an enlarged diameter x 2 (Fig. 4) relative to the diameter of the housing 
section 10 immediately adjacent to the surface 42, although this is not required. A shelf 
46, which may also be annular, extends inwardly from interior surface 44 to the base of 
surface 42. A plurality of spaced apart openings are defined in lip 40 in the 

10 embodiment of Fig. 3. These openings are designated 16', 18', 20', and 22' in Figs. 2, 
3, and 5. The designation indicates that the particular opening in lip 40 forms a 
portion of the corresponding fish attractant dispersing opening with the same number. 
Thus, when in an open position, the illustrated four fish attractant dispersing openings 
are indicated as 16, 18, 20 and 22 in Fig. 5. The portions of such openings through lip 

15 40 are thus indicated in Fig. 5 as 16', 18', 20', and 22'. The end or base of lip 40 in this 
embodiment, designated as 48 in Figs. 2 and 3, comprises a peripheral end or edge of 
body section 10. 

In addition, in this embodiment the housing section 12 also defines a peripheral 
lip 60, desirably extending about the entire periphery of the body section 12. Lip 60 

20 defines an engagement surface 62 which is desirably annular in shape. The surface 62 
is inset or recessed into an outer surface 66 of housing section 12. Thus, the diameter x 4 
(Fig. 4) of surface 62 is less than the diameter of the adjoining portion of surface 66. 
An annular shelf 64, extends from surface 66 to the base of surface 62. Desirably, lip 
62 is slightly shorter than lip 40. In this case, when the housing sections 10, 12 are 

25 interconnected, such as shown in Fig. 3, the base 48 of lip 40 engages the shelf 64 of lip 
60 and limits the insertion of housing section 12 into housing section 10. Thus, a gap 
70 exists between the distal end of lip 60 and the shelf 46. Desirably, the diameter of 
surface 62 is slightly greater than the diameter of surface 42. Also, the exterior or 
radially outward corner of the distal end of lip 60 may be rounded or chamfered as 
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indicated at 80. With this construction, lip 40 is expanded in diameter slightly as 
housing section 12 is inserted into housing section 10 with surfaces 42 and 62 engaging 
one another. This provides a snug fit between these housing sections and provides a 
friction fit between these housing sections to assist in maintaining them together while 
5 permitting their relative rotation. 

Like lip 40, the lip 60 of housing section 12 is desirably provided with a 
plurality of fish attractant dispersing or dispensing openings indicated in Figs. 2 and 5, 
respectively, by the numbers 16", 18", 20", and 22". When these openings in lip 60 are 
fully aligned with corresponding openings in housing section 10, such as shown in Fig. 

10 5 (opening 16' being aligned with opening 16", opening 18' being aligned with opening 
18", opening 20' being aligned with opening 20", opening 22' being aligned with 
opening 22"), the respective openings 16, 18, 20 and 22 are fully open. When housing 
sections 10 and 12 are rotated relative to one another to misalign the associated opening 
forming portions in each of the respective lips, the openings are closed to the extent of 

15 the misalignment. With the construction shown in Fig. 5, the housing sections may be 
rotated 90 degrees relative to one another and openings will again be aligned. 

Visual indicia may be provided on body 8 to indicate the extent of alignment of 
the openings of the respective housing sections and thus the opened and/or closed 
condition of the fish attractant dispersing openings. The visual indicia may take any 

20 convenient form and may provide a graphical indication of the alignment. In the 
embodiment shown in Figs. 1 through 5, an elongated visual indicator, such as a 
projecting ridge which is elongated in a length-wise direction of body 8, is provided 
adjacent to each of the opening defining voids of the respective lips. In Figs. 1, 2, 3, 
and 5, the respective indicia on housing section 10 are each indicated by the number 90. 

25 In contrast, the indicia on housing section 12 are each indicated by the number 92. 
When the housing sections 10, 12 are assembled, a joint 94 is provided and extends 
about the periphery of the body 8. (See Fig. 1). 

With reference to Figs. 6 A, 6B, and 6C, the illustrated form of visual indicators 
and the operation thereof will become readily apparent. In Fig 6A, the indicia 90 is 
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aligned with indicia 92 and opening forming void 16' is aligned with opening forming 
void 16" to form a fully open fish scent dispersing opening or aperture 16. In Fig. 6B, 
housing section 10 and housing section 12 have been rotated relative to one another a 
distance which is less than the full dimension of the fully opened fish scent dispersing 
5 opening 16. In Fig. 6B, one can see that fish attractant dispersing opening 16 is only 
partially opened. Thus, in Fig. 6B, the opening defining portion 16' of lip 40 has been 
shifted upwardly relative to the opening defining portion 16" of lip 62. In this case, 
indicia 90 and indicia 92 are slightly misaligned. In Fig. 6C, further relative rotation of 
these housing sections 10, 12 has taken place. In this case, there is ho opening 16 as 
10 opening forming portion 16' and opening forming portion 16" are totally misaligned 
from one another. 

Referring again to Figs. 1 and 2, the housing sections 10, 12 desirably comprise 
respective passageway defining members. These members define an internal 
passageway 100 which extends, in this example, lengthwise from the exterior of the 

15 body (exteriorly of housing section 10, through the interior of the body, and to the 

exterior of the body, e.g., through housing section 12). A fishing line or other connector 
102 may pass through the passageway 100. The respective passageway defining 
members may comprise a tubular projection 104 having a base portion 106 projecting 
from the interior surface 44 of housing section 10. Member 104 desirably extends 

20 lengthwise along the longitudinal axis of body 8. Passageway defining member 104 

comprises a distal end portion 108. In a similar manner, a passageway defining member 
1 10, which may be of a tubular configuration as shown in these figures, has a base 
portion 112 projecting from an interior of housing section 12 and extending into the 
interior of the body. Member 1 10 may have a distal end portion 113. Distal end 

25 portion 1 08 may define a receptacle sized for receiving a portion of the distal end 
portion 1 13, as shown in Fig. 3. The interior surface of the receptacle of distal end 
portion 108 may be frusto-conical in configuration. In addition, the exterior surface of 
member 110 may taper moving from the base 112 toward distal end 1 13 with the 
diameter of member 1 10 decreasing moving away from base 1 12. When interconnected 
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in this manner, the passageway 100 is enclosed by the respective tubular members 104, 
1 1 0 through the entire interior of the body. 

Although the dimensions may vary, exemplary dimensions for a specific 
illustrative embodiment are given in the table below with reference to Fig. 4. 

Table 



Distance 


Dimension (in inches) 


Xl 


1.1885 


x 2 


1.120 


x 3 


1.048 


x 4 


1.120 


x 5 


0.110 


x 6 


0.095 


x 7 


0.1425 


Xg 


0.1458 


x 9 


0.078 



In this specific example, the diameter of a fully opened scent dispensing aperture is 
0.095 in. 

The illustrated body 8 in Fig. 1 is generally ovoid or ovoidal in shape, or torpedo 
shaped. Again, the body may take on other shapes and dimensions. 

Having illustrated and described the principles of our invention with reference to 
several embodiments, it should be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that the 
invention may be modified in arrangement and detail without departing from such 
principles. We claim as our invention all such modifications as fall within the scope 
and spirit of the following claims. 



